ntal
08

ntal”

Tilustration by Sarah B. Lawerbach, Courtesy of River Network "

i Massaehuseﬂs ;
~_Rivers
Proiechon

Act

Prhiectihg the 'Cnm'tnhnwéa'.lih;s :
- .rivers, streams,
and adjaceni Iands

he Rlvers Protectlon Act Chapter 258 of the Acts of 1996 2 ; 0
© protects nearly 28 000 miles of Massachusetts riverbanks - helpmg i R'VEI"FI'O"" -

- _keep water clean, preservmg w11d]1fehab1tat and controllmg flooding. gt . I- Y
‘The law creates a 200-foot riverfront area that extends on-both sides of a reas p ro'eci i
- rivers and streams. In certain urban areas, the rwerfront areais 25 feet e public " and '

Accordmg to the law, the rwerfrom area prOVIdes the eight interests

~of the Wetlands Protection Act: protection ¢ of public and private water - P"vai-e Wal.er P
_supply, protection of groundwater supply, protection of land containing - :
4 shellfish, protection of wildlife habitat, flood control, storm damage e s u pp Iv' :
prevention, prevention of pollution, and protection of ﬁshenes The law :
. also establishes the policy of the state 1o protect the natural integrity of groun('WQ'er '
: ..nvers and to encourage and establish open space a]ong rivers. :

. - The Rivers Protection Act is the result of many years of dedlcated o) ) sup p IV' _
" 'support fror legislators and cmzens across the state. Although several =~~~ s
E dlfferent versions of the Iaw were proposed over the years, the final la n d

leglelauon took a measured approach to envlronmental protecuon work

s ~in the riverfront area is not prohibited; but apphcants must demomtrate eo nia "“ "g

that their projects have no practlcable altematlves and will have no. g
shel Ifish,

. slgmﬁcant adverse 1mpacts ‘Existing structures such as single- famﬂy 2 .
"homes and acceesory uses are exempt from the Rivers. Protectlon L w l dl f ;
‘The law does not create a new permitting process, but rather builds on the I ive

strength of the’ existing procedures under the Wetlands Protection Act.” h ab' '_ a ' a n d :

.. Thelocal conservation commission or the state Department of Environ-
‘mental Protectlon (DEP) reviews projects to ensure that the rwerfront - -' f' sh e" e g: .

areais protected for the eight i interests in the Wetlands Act. .’ e
. Riverfront areas may contain wetlands and ﬂoodplams aswellas e on' rol

~ - what have tradltlonally been considered upland areas. As a-result, the i _
" features of the riverfront area vary by location: from asphaltand land- T ." o 0d in g o

~scaped greenways in urban areas to woods, lawns, and farm fieldsin : 45

" suburban and rural areas. Riverfront areas protect water quality, stabilize % a nd prevenf :

strearn banks reduee ﬂood peaks and downstream ﬂoodm g, support fish :
e ~ and wildlifé habitat, and protect " sio rm

. g_roun_dw_ate_r. Eveninurban - - o™

. settings, _riyerfrorit areas may da ma ge al'ld' S

— provide flood control, storm v

~ damage prevention,and - : Po l |ll_il’0l_l'."

 wildlife travel corridors. .-




- _The merfmnt area
*. ' The riverfront area is a 200 foot wxde
“corridor on each sideof a pcrenma.l river

. or stream, measured from the mean annual v
. high-water line of the river. However, the -
* riverfront area is 25 feet i in the followmg

‘municipalities: Boston, Brocklon, ‘Cam-
bridge, Chielsea, Evemety Fall River,

o : Lawrence; Lowell, Malden, New Bedfnrd o
* Somerville, Spnngﬁefd Winthrop, and. *

-Worcester and in “densely developed . °
areas,” designated by the Secretary of the

: Execuuve Office of Environmental Affalrs o

“Ariveris any namral flowing body of

.. -water that emipties into-any ocean, lake, ar 1=
g olher river and that ﬂows thrOughout the

" year Thedeﬁnitionincludi:s'a.llperennial o
. fivers, including streams and brooks that. : .
" flow throughaul the year. Rivers: end .-

" whére they meet the ocean; a lake, or_
pond. Intermittent streafhs are not EUbJECt 723

to Lhé vaers Protccuon Agt ol %

Rlverfmnt areas prevent po]lutmn e S ol
by. ' : : -

> Filterisig il trappisig sedinients, il ..

- metals, and other pollutants; and

> Cleaning.\'vatefth;r(_)_t-;gﬁ.toxie-émnﬁcal P
. breakdown in st_)ils'. and plant roots. .

. source of drinking -
_water. There are almosl

- 200 public drinking. -

- -water supply wells -

* " 'within fiverfrontareas. .

Rlverfmnt areas protect pub!lc =

~ and private water supply and

ground waier supply by..

53 Removmg pullutants that are camad in
- runoff from nearby land uses, such as

¢ommercial areas, ,roadways, housing

they-reach surface water andfor ground—

. water;and

' > Allowmg watcr tomf lt.ratc or scep

. down into the ground to rcplemsh

ﬂows m streams and wer.lands

& Over 60% of Massachua;ens cemmumtlas i
: .are dcpendcnt in whoIe or part, on surface : "

water as thieir primary

: “':Rwerfront areas prote(:t ﬁshenes
. and ]and contaming shellfish by:- -

:) Mmma.lmng walcr quallty by moderaung' i
‘. stream temperatures, reducmg erosion, =
- and filtering sediments and pollutams ol o
. - :such as excess nutrients, toxins,and | &
_ pithogens, before they.reach rivers, and - :
i, ‘ﬁshenes and shellfish beds Lhat are,

“important for mcreauona] and ¢ commer—
c;al harvesnng, and . :

- developments, and parking lots, before ~

¥ Providing food _
_soufces to si.lppm"t
"the aquatic food
cham 4

Rlverfront areas protect w1ld]1fe

s : habltat by

<> Providing fobd; sheli andwatir for -
' ‘groundwater supplies artd mamtam basc-' i

© many plams birds, and amma.ls such'as i
black duch eagie. deer raccoon oner _‘
and beaver .

: }_-

> Servmg as cnuéaf w:lellfe travel com~ Lt

*. dors, year—round and durmg seasunal y
rmgranons and S5 e ‘." ® s

> Harbormg rare or endangcred plants ;
- and ammals such as Ihe wood l:m'tl&

*

et -,'Rwerfront aress conlrol ﬂoodmg
- and prevent siorm damage by. n

F Absur‘amg andswnng water durmg

storms and rclcasmg the water slowly
back to Lhe nver.

: : > Reducmg peak mnoﬁ' durmg storms

and

G Pf_eyeh:iﬁg'_e_m'si'aq and sedimeutei_ﬁori‘.



