7.2.6 Boarding houses. A special permit may be granted for a boarding house containing rooms for more than four boarders in the following districts: RM-20, RM-40, RM-60, DR, BH, BG and BL. The boarding house may be specially permitted where the city council determines that the following conditions have been met: 

1.   There shall be no significant alteration of the building's exterior. This shall not include safety or general maintenance measures such as painting, etc. 

2.   Off-street parking will be screened from adjacent properties and shall not be allowed within front yard setbacks.

3.   The boarding house is not located within 1,000 feet of another boarding house. This may be waived if the city council determines that a waiver of this requirement will not have an adverse impact on the neighborhood. 

4.   Trash waste containers are to be enclosed and secured from entry and screened.

5.   The building department, fire department, and health department certify that the premises reveals no violations of applicable ordinances, rules, regulations, laws or restrictions. 

6.   Fire prevention measures pursuant to M.G.L.A 148, c. 26H, along with Chapter 2 State Sanitary Code 105 CMR 410.000—419.000 have been complied with. 

7.   A valid license from the Holyoke License Commission must be received prior to occupancy, pursuant to M.G.L.A c. 140, §§ 21-31.
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The following must be provided at the time of application:

□
Completed application and non-refundable fee 

□
Letter from Treasurer and Tax Collector stating that the person(s) and property(s) named herein have no uncollected taxes, fines, and fees or other charges owning to the City of Holyoke.

□
(If applicable) If applicant is not the owner of the property, a letter from the owner of the property acknowledging that they are aware of, and are in support of, the Special Permit request

Additional Information:

□ 
The applicant is responsible for paying the cost of advertising the public hearing 

□
All Special Permits are subject to a 20 day appeal period.  Therefore, after the full City Council votes on the Special Permit the 20 day appeal period begins.

(According to MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 11: A special permit...shall not take effect until a copy of the decision bearing the certification of the city or town clerk that 20 days have elapsed after the decision has been filed in the office of the city or town clerk and either that no appeal has been filed or the appeal has been filed within such time...is recorded in the registry of deeds for the county and district in which the land is located and indexed in the grantor index under the name of the owner of record or is recorded and noted on the owner’s certificate of title.  After Special Permit has been approved favorably by the full City Council)
□
(After the 20 day appeal period is over) applicant must record the Special Permit at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

□
After receiving a special permit from the city council, and recording it with the Registry of Deeds, any other necessary business permits and/or licenses must be obtained.
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